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Bishop Onderdonk's Etawnont.
A BTATEMENT '
or

FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES
CONNECTED WITH THE RECENT

Trial of the Bishop of New York,

Statement of Facts, dis.

On the first day of last October, I left home for
the ml{l of Philadelphia, to attend to my duties as
a member of our General Ecclesiastical Conven-
tion, which was to meet in that eity. The Con.
vention of my own diocess had just closed its an-
nual session. It had been unusually Jarge, and dis-
tinguished by a very marked degree of unity and
hermony. The circumstances under which it as.
sembled were such as to render its proceedings a
very special proof of the kindest feelings of con-
fidence and aflection on the irm of the clergy and
laity of the eir Bishop. re-

[ iocese toward |
poris laid before it, and there made to me, gave
strong evideace of the divine goodness in blessi
the diocese with a large measure of spiritual an
temporal good.

Rejoicing inl the consolation and encour:

thus aflorded, [ guant

I repaired (o the General Conven-
tion, and gave myself to ita duties in a spirit of
humble and gratelul devotion to the Church. Soon,
however, it became manifest, from the deportment
of several of my Right Reverend brethren, that
they had somewhat against me. Theysaid nothing.
Wot 2 word did 1 hear of any rumors or acousa-
tions against me ; not a word of a brother’s anxiety
to be set right; not & word of fraternal warning,
caution, or admonition. Cold, repulsive, discou-
teons manner told a dark and uncertain tale on
which christian converse might and should have
R o oo v s lhes t th

ome BLX or seven daya after the opening of the
Convention, when the House of ]gfbhu;l were
about coming to order, Bishop Meade ached
e, suggested that I had better leave the
8 [ expressed my sarprise, and asked why
fle the suggestion. He said he could not
in the reasons, but again urged me to absent
.. On my repeating my surprise al a propo-
#o dark and suspicious, and_so little com-
g with the courtesy of a gentleman, the duty
tiend and brother, and the proprietiea of a
Btian, he said that it 1 continued 1n the House
jy f88lings might be hurt. This increased my

rige, 1 demanded of him his reasons for
' ure. He hesitated ahoug'fvmg
explanation. I warmly expostulated with him

imjusticd and the wickedness of the course

~ "% hewe pursuing. At length, as if reluctantly com-
= 1 pells@y he said that there were reports untavorable
;-:rf o MYy character, respecting which he wished to

“% take the counsel of the Bishops, I felt what I
v s just indignation, and expressed myself to
G ect :—Now my course is clear. I will not
% I will remain at my post. If any man has
T ggainst me, let him ook me in the face and
S\ may'yllatitis. Dalso spoke strongly of his mn-
# "' worthy design of inducing me to withdraw, that

he might, in my absence, make my character and
condact the nﬁiepl of d;’-eyuvion i’:t the House of
_E.uhnpe. He mgi;cd—qu in the Houge of Bishops,

ut before the ops informally ! This unhol
evasion was the subject of severe remarks, but
trust not more severe than it deserved. I asked
what were lrilas.ﬂcyhugu“ lmm me. He said he
was not at to tell: and there our conversa-
tion ended. This was lil I ever heard from this

rother of his haviag aught inst me until he
was about to become one of my presenters for
trinds Vet ave good evidence that Bishop
Meade hed, for years, been ing against me,
_nndd_ contributing towards public rumor to my pre-
judice.

After some time, Bishop Meade came to me
again, and said in substance—You were right. I
will have nothing mere to do with the matter.
They must attend to their own business. These
last words gatisfied me that he had been acting in
concert with others. And when we consider the
darkness and secrecy with which he acted his parr,

h*“"ﬂH_. . and chriatian. man thiak
Stherwise (han l’é‘m connected with a con-
gpiracy agninst me 1

. On, 1 think, Monday, Oatober 14th, the Pre-
widing Buhnlp in his place in the House of
Bish held in his hand a paper, of which a
copy had bren previously sent to me, directed
to him as President, which he ed if it wae
the pleasure of the House to have read. Its
irport was demanded by ome of the Bishops.
ishop Chase, the Presiding Bishop, said that it re-
lated to the characterand conduct of the Bishop of
New York, and he asked me 1f 1 wished to retire.
Of course, 8o extraordinary am inquiry, was an-
swered in the negative. Eamest remonstrance
was made by several of the Bishops against the pro-
E{mly oreuch a paper having being brought into the
ouse, and against its being received nred, or
read ; because it wasvacanonical and ti}:'iennrclerlyr
to brwrhn Bishop’s character under the official no-
tice of his brethren, except in the mode pointed
out by law. The ultimate result was a refusal to
receive the document, and its being returned uno-
Eenncl to the persans who had presented it. [ need
ardly say, that I felt myself deeply injured by the
Presiding hw_hop in hisallowing If to an
agent 1n so i lar and unjust a procedure, as
bringing such a document into the House,

On or about Thursday, Oct. 17th, I understood
that a number of affidavits had been l1;11::-|:mml b
the Rev, James G. Richmond, of Rhode Island,
injurious to my character, and were placed in the
hands of Bishop Eliott.

Of Mr.Richmond it isunne that 1 say mueh.
His erratic peculiarities are well known. He had
but a few weeks before, called onme, and express-

d n warm desire to return to my diocese, that he
mightbe my friend and stand by me in my troubles.

have since heard of his having e himsell
of me in terms of hostility, forthe letter which I
wrote to the Archbishop of Canterbury unfavora-
ble to his well known Ercuec{ of going as & volun-
teer Bishop to the Turks; and also for my not sanc-
tioniog his desire to preach in one of the public
squares in this city. He was now employed for my
desiruction, and told a clerical brother, the Rev.
Mr. Van Bokkelen, that his expenses were paid.

On Tuesday, October 224, Bishop Ives informed
mea that he had heard the affiduvits read. I un-
derstood that certain of my friends had been ve
urggnt for an opponunnz being allowed them an
me of either seeing or hearing them. This was
sternly resisted until October 224. Then, unknown
me, they were read to three of my friends not de-
mignated by myself. Here was certainly a piece of

at ipjustice, that being denied either a pight or

earing of theee affidavits, I should not even be

allowed to choose the friends who should hear or
see them in my behalf,

_ From what Bishop Ives told me of his recollec-
tion of the affidavits, 1 said at once that they con-
miuﬁlll misrepresentations and grose exaggerations.
1 told Bishop lves, moreover, that 1 was confident
that if I could have a conversation with Bishop
Elliot, including an opportunity of seeing or hear-
ing the affidavits, I could make such statemants
und explanations ag he would see to have a just
elaim upon his consideration in reference to the
question, whether there was greund for present-
ment, { asked Bishop Ives to request of Bishop
Elliowt, for me, such un _interview. The request
was made and refused. The most solemn assur-
«nce and pledge of henor, however, were given
by Bishop Elliott, that he would not become n pre-
senter until m‘ylv, friends and myself should have the
oppﬂrll.llilg which [ asked. T complained alter-
wards to Bishop Doane, ot what I thought the un-
%'"‘ and ungenerous course of Bishop Elliott in re-
uging me u sight or hearing of the charges, and
an opportunity of explanatinn, Bishop Doane sym-
pathised with my view of the case, and promised
to speak to Bishop Elliott, He did so, and the re-
sult w;: t'!;n:':u:de m‘:ul :h“ the pmat..h mdl r.:e
same pro und ple at my request should be
\'l-mt I;e!ore e (Blioplzluott) {vn}d act us n%r&
Benter.

{ was told, further, that besides the affidavits
then in hand, a large number of others would be
fortheoming ‘1\)-{ the following Friday morning, Oc-
tober 25th. onlls at home rendered it neces-
nqrfnr me to leave Philadelphia on the morning
ol Thureday, 24th. In New York, Bi.lhna Ive
who had come on about the same time, o a
to me that I need be under no apprehension of the
presentment Weing made without my friends and
mysell having the desired opportunity of consi-
dering and commenting upon the charges, as
Bishop Wiliott was in honor bound to see that such
opportunity should be given. 3

Bishop lves left New York on Friday 25th, the
the day until which Bishop Elliott (with whom it
was now unde Bi Meade and Ote
were united) was to wait fnrm expected large
dition of sifidavits. On Monday 28¢th, | received
u letter from Bishop Ives, dated in Philadel hia
on the 26th. The promised new affidavits had not
arrived. Bishop Ives had usked Bishop Elliott it
he would be willing to be a presenter. at must

suid, upon evidences yet to be

be .

IIE believed that not a single uldiuonlf .m'ai”.f;
was used tor the presentment.

Oun Wednesday, Oclober

ogical

Bominary, Hoory st

in the Greneral T

as its visitors. It had been told me a day or two | movements of the two c ymen and three laymen of

before, on the authority, I think, of Bi whom you speak, and of ot d by them; snd
that th’g three Bi.lhop.,;rouldupml:ab] c..l)z‘:aotl:,.' ll::a lena mﬁe‘;‘amoﬂﬁmﬂn:%hu p:mu::a
fetercmau'l_luonn ?l?l Frif:y, Nov. 1st, fuher\nrdl :ﬂl‘.‘n“‘:; 8 of the Rev. James C. arhmona,a hl’ulhe.:
enrn rom ks " w er er 8 may pursug,

versation wi[h:he:r‘ lh:&n:'p::él:;u:::gl;:afdg:. probably more entitled to pity than blame; and who, |

, may o a here, not sating of
bably be mude on Friday or Saturday. . Convention, h:d.c‘m‘erhl b:;.:c:,h :uu-; lﬂp!a::ulir :

The greater number of the specifications are un-
eupperted in the presentment by other affidavita
than those of third parties, mf one of them, it
15 believed, had no affidavit whatever in its sup-
port,

Intemperance wasone of the immorahities with
which it was stated b{ the ostensible movers in

P

appearance, a friendly visit, haviog no special busi-
ness in view, not called for Ey any official etquette,
and therefore perfectly voluntary. Itwas, 1 confess,
very grateful to me, as proof that his triendly feel-
inga were entirely restored.

Among the evidences of conduct towards me,
on the part of Mr. and Mre. Beare, inconsistent

It soon came to my knowledge that certain per- | warm desire to return to m ' i matter, in Phi ; i ' ' i
Eage d y diocese, that he might stand | this matter, in Philadelphia, [ was charged by ru- | with the idea of their having had their feelings
sons—Mr. John Jayl of this city, and Mr. C. G, | by me inmy troubles, and bemy'?:i:uil.ﬂ W;utllt'ar. hw m':,- All that ,h; ;,.:“m:m could "ﬁ::f .“if‘ble wounded by me, prominene:!w given in the evi-
Memminger, of Charleston, S. C., then in this city, | ever, they who make use of such & one are equially ex- | on this subjeet, was an allegation of my having ! dence, to an invitation to dine with them, and its

being
tigating rumors against me, an

particularly named—were going about inves-
s for that purgonu
cilling on families where they had reason to hope

empt from hlame, 1 leave to sound iple end correct
feeling to determine. g

In what I say of not being allowed to see statements

being urged notwithstanding an invitation for me

been under the inflaence of vinous or spiritous i
s to dine, on the same day, with an highly valued

liquor, on ene occesion, more than seven years

: : ade against me, | before.  How fairly the verdict of guilty was sus. | friend, in whose family | had repeatedly been a
E['h;g ;“t:l!m Bh:h” 'omethm;h;in et Fl,l-ud-“mu%'i' a Bl-ﬂ.lg; nuﬁ? ilir:nh‘:{lrtg:n;:::e::‘illedmf i:r,im tained hi the evid , will appe; w‘lraeu that is lupd[y' received, a hospitably entertained, and cer-
fee oishops, meanwhile, Waillug in readi- | to sea them. Hoknow [ askedto sosthem. Heknew I | made public. The charging of an insulated act o | tainly & happy guest. The fact of my having had

ness to receive anything which might thus be
brought to them.

The expected Friday and Saturday passed with-
out my receiving a pregentment. On Sunday, Nov.
8d, Bishop Kemper told me that he had, a day or
two before, spokeu to the Senior Bishop on the
subject; who told him that he had notified the
the three Bishops that he should leave town the
following Tu ¥, previously to which he would
be in readiness to receive any communication
from them. On Monday 4th, Bishop Kemper told
me that he had on that day seen Bishop Otey,
who told him that the next Tueeda 5

desired an interview with him respecting them. He re-
fused both to let me sve them, and Ft? cuh‘nrna with me
sbout them. I consider what waa at length done in read
ing them to some of my friends by no means an equiva
lent to the act of justice and brotherly ard which |
arked. It was yiclded, as | was told, not without difticul-
ty. Tho like was refused to others of my friends who
carnestly sought it; and in the messure and mods in
which it was conceded, | was not allowed the common
Jjuastice of selecting the friends to whom that would be
mted as & boon which was equitshly due. I have no
nlt to find with the cheios which was made; but I con-
tend that the choice sheuld have been my own. In this
e a sight or heariog of the accusa-

this latter invitation seemed, by their testimony,
to have been strangely forgotien by Mr. and Mrs.
Beare. The readersof the evidence, however, will
have no doubt that it was given, and was known
by them to have been so. ; g

Additional evidence on this mb,][ectmnght have
been brought before the court. [ yielded, how-
ever, to the suggestion that the testimony of any of
my own family might be copsidered vbjectionable.
Appealing now to those whoee heads and hearts
will not suffer them to admit the objection, 1 hesi-
;allf not to give the affidavit of myson. Itisas
ollows :—

many years before, certainly looks very like n re-
solution and endeavor to blacken my character as
much as possible.

i appears by the presentment, as I have before
observed, that notwithstanding the prying and un-
tiring vigilance of my enemies, the presenters could
lay nothing to my charge alleged to have oceurred
within e less period than nearly two years and a
hall last past, .

‘With regard to the epecifications generally, two
remarks mey be made.

ay 1. They are assigned to periods of time so dis-
L

. M. . tions Trought against me, and leaving me to gatherq | (80t 18 to place the defence under peculiar disad.
gr‘i,lll:‘it:g“lh% 'mml? t:nu? ?:1”0:1 8?1‘31: gem ifor knnwlad‘,!;f them {rom the impmdnnu‘ made on,‘uml the | vantages—a circumstance which, it 1 understand | «Crry ano Couwry or Niw Yomx, s, :
of that day, at about10 o’clock. I ived lheni recollectiona had by, friends not of my own clioosing, | Tight, lies at the fonndation of the just and righte- | “Henry M. ulk, city of New York, being
Srwiaat t{;' from ths threa Bich received the fol- | My, Trapfer, and those nssociated with him, ars mmuo‘t.- ous prineiple that' gave rise tostatutes of limitation, | duly sworn, doth L , thet on Monday, the
wing le m the three ope:— ed in my mind with Bishop Elliott; and T am not aware | THis delay in secking redress was necdless, as | fifth day of August,in the year of our Lord one thousand
" New Yorx, Nov. 5,1844. | in what xact measuro they are respectively to be held | ample canonical provision for it had ali the while | eight bundred and foriy-four, the Rev. H”"fﬁ.“:&':::;
1

Riony Reveneno avp Dear Brornen,—

Sied Rector of Zion'a Chureh, Littls Neck, Long
During the Invu:l.ltlun of the peinful charges, which =

responsi
lP:ur view of the opinion :?mlad by the Bishops, t's hockstore, No. 25 John street, in said
touching the true ch a lati of t

have been loid before us, affecting the purit g 2, The matters charged were such ag, in their | oo o'which time the following circamstances and con.
duct, n short I Sddress 13 the ol ya:rd noi‘tl; is, sccording to my recollection, not strictly sccurate, | YEIY nature, to preclude direct counter-testimony. | yersation occurred s :
ot your dlocess, has beea haaded us, which leads us o | It appears o ma that it was generally understood that pre. | ThE defonce is mecessarily confined to cireum. | = wThe said Heary M. Bears, uiter boing in the sid store
suppose that notwithstanding the - clsar definition of the | fentiug Bishops susteined a position differing in many im- stantial evidence, going to prove the improbability | a faw minutes, naked dey { if he were %Onder-
WIR?“ in which we now stand in relstion to yourself, | portant respects from pr or p 8 in eivil onmpppmblluyof the charges, or defect in the | donk’s nephew, and upcn being answered in the nega-
made jn your presence in the House of Bishops, you mis. | cr criminal courts, While their relstion to the church is | credibility of the witnesses. tive, and told that deponent was Bishop Onderdonk’s son,
understand that rsiﬂnn. and it to be 1 | that of jealous guardians of its purity, good repute, and | My plew of not guilty was made with a good | the said Henry M. nnrqnm:ded his h.l?lh nnfmdndly
with persons and circumstanses with which # has no | interests, they alio sustwin to the i the re. i , and is still sacredly adheredto * For and cordial manner, and inquired particularly after depd

MTmh whatever.
a8n ch.n?. yout may remsmber, were laid belore
the House of Bishops in a memorial purporting to come
hly respectable clergymen, and three equaily
men of the Church, and all holding the
nsible office of Trustees of the General Theological
Seminery. Ol these memorialists, two or three h.ld%m
4 the Di of South Carolina to in-
veitigata rumors ing the welfare of the Seminary;
and in the course of that invesiigation, thess charges
against your moral purity had coms before them in such
aresponsible shape, that they felt compelled, by a sense
of dnlr. to_lay them before the House of Bishops as visi-
tors of the . You may remember likewise, that

neat'sfather, The suid Henry M. Beare then examined
and salected some books, inquiring at the same time how
deponent’s business succeeded A rveply having been
made, the said Henry M. Beara ked that dep U's
success waa certein, as deponent's father had a numerous
cirale of friends, and thereupon promised to give depo-
nent the benefit of whatever bhusiness he, the said Beare,
mghl have in the book line.

he said Hi M. Bearn then entered into a general
conversation with deponent, in the course of which he
made mention of the difficulties he had to contend with
in his pariah, in consequence of the lack of education and
refl among his parishi ,and of its being & con-
tinued source of annoysnca to him, by leaving him with-

»
lation of friend and brother, bound to him by very near
sympathies, and acting as a shield and defence for him
ogainat the malice of the world, and the persecutions of
I;uhl.lu rumor and accusalion. Hence I certainly gathered
t to be the general opinion uf the Bishops, thet the fra.
ternalrela‘ions between the accused and those who may
move in the matter of hia presentment, were not to be
sacrificed; but that he should expect, and they should
conceds, all opportunity on his part to plece his explans-
tiona and counter-stat ts inthe opposite scule to that
in which the assertions of his sccusers wera cast, for such
consideration as to thoss his ?plm’al brethren mn{ seem
right in the full acting out of their solemn obligation so
to minister din:lf‘l'ine as not to forget mercy, and be so

tg jugtification I must appeal to the testimony as it
s to be laid before the church. Justice to myself,
however, requiresthat 1 add thereto a few stale-
ments and consideratiens. I will take uvp the
Articles of the presentment in reversed order, be-
ginning with the seventh and eighth, which are
essentially one.

Much stress is laid in the argument of the coun-
s¢l for the proseention upon a supposed edmission
by me of the facts therein charged. T, it will
be perceived, rests on the testimony of witr
who stated their want of precise recollection of

n the apy of that ja!, an exoited discns- { merciful as not to be too remisr circumstances occurring so long ago,and rather on | ont any society congenialto hin tasta, He referred
sion was "3"3?. to arisa respecting the right of the Bishopa | It is & matter of unfeigned surprise to me, that in your | their inferences than on erecollection of words.— | to the pleasure derived from occasional visits of acquain-
to receive such s paper coming in such a shape, when one i he opi of the Bishops, relative to the | On this subjeet I submil, as the true one, the fol- | tances trom the e.lt)rd, ::‘ldm :ﬂkﬁi.amm::t s {[l:h;: ;

oft
of us, your brethren, end i your presence, submitted | character, relations, and duties of presenters, you should lowing statement : visit to his parish at

certain questions d 1 T t have omitted an item of v reit importance, incloded 2 stated that nent’s father had dined with him st that
lilh.]nqllb might mhrtl.i:fnr puuntmen? lh:?l;aﬁ;:: in Bishop Elliott's ahle anag{:lfnr l‘ﬂllllg:l on t?a -Bnh?eet. h There was E_GJ.WL:E‘II Mra”““ and myeelf,while time, and that he had with difficulty genuldzd him (de-
of the said memorialists. These questiona laid over fora | | sllude to malicious motive. He emphatically stated | 1S W28 & cancidate for orders, a stronger and more mﬂt‘l father) to do #0 on account of a previous invita-
whale day, during which the propositions of the ;;lhop this as a matter to be Inoked into re any Bishops affectionate attachment than usually exists between en and nccepted to dine alsewhere, and referred to
of Western New York, rspeut!:ag alterations in the Con- | should I have heard it spoken | Biehops and their candidates. His visits to me were | that dinner with evident satisfaction and pl The

to be L s
stitution of the Forelgn and Domestic Missionary Boaie- | of by brother Bishops as evidence of his Ligh, honorable, | irequent. He is the son ot anold and valued friend | ssid Henry M. Beare remuined in deponent’s store from

ty, wera d d; and u the next morning a fall | and juat principles and views. How could you have | of mine long since decensed. His widowed mother | one-hall to three quarters of an hour, purchased some
l{d free discussion was hldpl.: our presence, you your. | omitted itg It necessarily supposes an opportunity to the | made me repeated vieite to thank me for my in- bﬂih, mtg whlnc.h :nm : hm:‘? w:!:umdb, de:::&e::r
salf mﬂm in the cony on, in which these points accused of being heard .| terest in her gon, and to commend him to my con- ;1.;- er..um p?:h ehv ng, to I“? dat:: dumd:- " m;
wWara cona. d a3 combining the views of the Houseof In the present case, brathren, if the opportunity were | yinued care nlways adding assurances of hia filial | & pita ;aﬂ ome :“t‘ ll:ni land M‘Pﬁm s
Binhops. a'lun which Bishop Elliot\'s repeated pledgs was justly love and cnﬁﬁdenca towards me. His settlement to rich ;;.h o ﬂlilentl;u;lll t.‘; i

1. That the three Bishops presenting occcupled very | deemed o secure, I azsume that a clear case of malicious tLittle Neck was the rerult. of arrangements Dukl:ol:ﬁ’ :nuh:il:li?th of 'i. - th 'yl Mml'; e lDlt\l'Ir
"‘“'u‘azl"‘““m A fo b e et care I T o m’h“'"’emlm“mmm than regird for | made b ; and I gave him letters which secur. | Boa 8 ORI 1k dapuptatY Siere, IMQWIRIng 15 be
that submitted to them was such as to make { the purity of the church may be shown as lying at the | made by me; g f itd ers eur- [nn" \ o - Ermh eponent 'n ra.d ] e-nlt‘:‘hthar
out 8 prima facie case sgainst the acoused. foundation of this movement; and that a well defined | ed him the friendship and confidence of the n.e;gh- ore, in elrlme endly manner, a eg; epun B Siher

9. That these Blshops should not be considered: justi- | conspiracy, not, it in to be feared, falling short of our own | boring clergy. When I was called on, asstated in Deponent u;lh;: sai 1 l‘ﬂ:tktha m Lanu; :e Litf 2 uiff-
flable lu presenting except upon the testimony of reipon- | house In its comprehensiveness, may be made manifest. | the evidence, by four Reverend brethren, and in- d"‘ﬁ ":“a‘l" ,‘-ﬁ:m;‘”" bl g:‘;’m "u'rnh“:o-{c:nm'
sible persons, delivered re thomeelves ly,or | Your expressions, brethren, of kindness and friendship, | formed that the feelings of Mr. and Mprs. Beare dl};& :ﬁ snroditrmnnn s :::n M o thi saet He y
o oo ome cvil magitratequalfio v | 4% very el T e b pracieal et opers | hud been wounded by me, my comsoieace acquit | 1" 5us? und tat s wos. ma vobustaiy, und withowt

. 1} ’ 1

ot e 01 hargel, i conmitung serfonce, | 1, Chricin peinile, mhich reir emehing mars | e ilegation. M. Mibieaberg's ccount o th [ "*10C% 0% 123 P ENUREYT. o g, oy
Iinn: .t an ‘]PH‘-?'E‘. :i' linstanone o feasion of llttm..ultrow, what nlﬁnﬂla have rlrld 1: particulars, as dqd"!d from Mr. Beare, was a very Sworn before me, the 3d day of Jan . 1845.

Under these circumstances, and with these views, we, i;rqenca to yourselves 1 For the last few days of my f::{l-l;:gc:il‘l:dil:gi:’t‘inﬂ ene. It rather hinted at Jamzs. P. Howano, Commissioner of Deeds.

as your brethren,and with the pu { shield in Philadelphia, the condust of each of you It conveyed to my mind From the above it appears that Mr. Beare not
bl e o 'md.q,lyp v :,“, ‘_‘!“. ds me was the reverse of fraternal, friendly, or | however, enough to satisfy me l?i’l»t there had been only knew of my previoﬁe invitation, but was

and preventing a public exposure of you u; ekparta | courteous ; and any thinj but indicative of your baing | great exaggeration on the part of Mrs. Beare, or | gratified at my having, notwithstanding, accepted
wvidence,as well as for the protection of the e of | governed by the ly just of €8 | great misapprehension on his. Iedverted to the | his. The bearing of all this on the credibility of
Bishops ‘against the imputation ef refusing to en to mnmht:::;:; o ”"':,!fj."g-m}i‘:';;u';! o> | unfavorable position of one thusaccused,inasmuch | his testimony against me, is confidently lelt to the
?b :lg-l‘ani any one y, have been plaped in oad Bon guit _P'g{ Bishop Elliott I sought n brother. | 28 the very nature of the allegation precluded di- | intelligent and christian-minded readers of that

#lithm which we now ocoupy in relafjon to
yoursell. We cen assure yon that we % other
than the kindest feelings towards yon as aman, anj trust
in God that you will be enabled to anawer to the satisfac
tion of the House of Bishops the charges which w§ shall
feel beund, as thines now appear, to present ngeingt you
to the Bishops of the Protestsnt Episcopal Church.

From you pastoral, you seem to labor under agjother

isapprehension, which we hasten to remove, And that
is, that there has been any secresy in this matter, o ary
hunting after evidence en our E:I;: Every paper i-
wed b‘{ us in Philadelphis was kly and frecly umy
one of our number to Bishop lves, Dr. Wainwright, and
Dr. Berrian, with the understanding that their comtents
should be communicated fully to yoursell, and with the
promise which we now , that no final mction
shouid be had in this case, until you and your friends had

rect counter-testimony, other than the asseveration
of one interested party against that of another. 1
expressed, however, my desire to see Mr. Beure,
and my confidence that I could satisfy him that
there must be misapprehension. Thisinterview
then closed with the understanding that Mr. Beare
was to call on me the next day. The account,con-
and indistinet as 1 have said, given by Dr
Muhlenberg, of the alleged particulars, was all 1
ever had of them until | saw them detailed in the
preseuument. Had they been laid before me at this
interview in the form given to them in that mstru-
ment, truth would have required my denial to be
¥yet more positive.
On the tollowing day, Mr. Beare called, accom-

ly interview, which he den

me. Bince your arrival in
# ocity, net one of you has

been near me. ¥Yeu have
been ni, ple, preached to them, to a certain
extent sought their money for your dioceses ; used the
sanction which myself gave ywu for dohflo; and yet
not paid me the ordinery official courtesy of a eall at my
res ce. You have had your ears open to all the ip
and soandal which men redocing themaelves to the low
ouste ol informers wod pavders could seek out and sorupe
together for the use ol my inveterats enemies [t bein,
thus known that there were hishopa here who made it
their business to receive, examine, and sift such testime-
ny, has done more Lo bring public scandal on the church
than all elso connected with this business, and has

an intensity of malignant «flort to men desperately set
upon my ruin. You have thus been tho means of cres-

testimony. e s i :

The vext specifications ageingt me, in the retro-
grade order of time, are those numbered V and
V1in the presentment. The circumstances are al-
leged to have occurred in the same family and on
the same day, more than three years and a half
ago. Here, too, the parties claiming to have been
aggrieved, acted towards me, st subsequent pe-
riods, as it appeared by the evidence, in @ manner
whicin, the counsel for the proseeution being judge,
was totally inconsistent with the idea of their hav-
ing suffered indiguity from me. Of the credit due
to the evidence rm!fht in support of their allega-
m;nu. the Church wiil be able to judge by its pern-
Bal.

have a

C Regarding that evidence, however, 1
been advised of the same. Bince our arrival in New York, | ting therpublic rumor which is, I understand, o assum- ied by Drs. Milnor, Muhlenberg, and Higbee. | general remirk to make which will be appreciated
we have not been ﬂmlh’&nh‘ receiving and sifting | d ground of sction fer the defence and purifying of the H:was evidently in much distress on account of ﬁy every reader who brings to the subjegip a proper

chureh. Thus heve you contributed to make me, and
through me our office, our church, and our religion, a
scoffing to the profane : and done not a little to vate

testimony ; ond by this caution, have been enmabled to
clesr up, setisfactorily to ourselves, one of the most disa-
greeable of the ch which had been laid before us —

the statements which he had heard respecting me

stimate of the principles and requirements of
It hos often been laid to my charge, by both friends s . P P quirer -

sound Christian morals. A defective view in a

We are co owever, fo state, that enough re- | my wretchedness, and help the purpose of my enemies to | and foew, that T am too confiding, and too apt to be | witness of the awful character and obligation of
wains, s -ﬁ-p par from the articles accompanying this | briog on my rnin. Contrast with all this what you say | swayed by the grﬂiﬂllnn!. sensibilities, and feel- | an oath, shouvld, as with correctly lhinhing per-
communication er with the numes of the witnesses, | of friendly and Christisn feelings towarde me. ings of others. I will not now stop to say whether, | sans, it always does, detract from his credibility.

You spesk of having "“been enabled to clear np satis-
factorily one of the most disagreeable ¢i (he charges
which had been lain before” {vlnu. What this ia, yon say
not. Report, before I left Philadelphin, and sinca 1 came
home, has said that you were in povsessian of an atfidavit
charging me with presence in ahovee of ill fame.  This
report, 88 was to ba expectad, spread widely. A wes
also to be expected, lled in ch r until the set
was magnified into & habit. As my friends, you were
bonnd to give me at once the name of my Ialse ncenser,
that he might be summarily prosecuted for his willainy.
I it possible that this in the “disagreeabls” thing te which
you so coolly advert 7

to render [t incnmbent upon us to lay the matter before
the Houwse of Bishops, that you may, God helping you,
forever put st rest these chorges against your morsl puri-
ty, ot else receive humbly the punishment which may be
meted ont to you in the premises.

We sin trust that you will not misconceive our
motives, nor misunderstand our course of action. Our
desire is, we tit, for your sske and the church’
sake, to bring out the truth and nething bat the truth, and
to pray you to help s in it, that your character may
atand before the world, as that of a Christien Bishop
should, b.ameless and lzﬁ.[.l.

We have delayed makiog this communication until we

notwithstanding the dear-bought experience which
this hie cost me, [ would prefer to it a cold, suspi-
cions, and repulsive temperament. Whether it was
# weakness or not, I frankly confess I was moved
by seeinz Mr. Beare thue grieved at the idea of
having been ill treated by myeelf. Isaw a young
man whom 1 loved with paternal affection,in tears
because of supposed injuries inflicted by me. My
own tears were drawn lorth in sympathy. I gave
vent to the honest impulses of my heart in expres.
sions of deep regret that I should have been the
occasion of distress to him and his wife; but dis

The specifications now considered were founded
on the affidavits of two sisters, The younger,
Jane Rudderow, gives one of some length and mi-
nuteness. The elder, Helen, gives one occupying
but a few lines, in which she swears that every
word of her sister’s oath is true. Jane’s oath, how-
ever, contained many details of which Melen does
not preténd to have been an eye witness. That
ghe should have eworn unqualifiedly to the truth of
matters of which she had no personal knowledge,
manifests a carelessness on the subject which cer-

Had you allowed me the opportunity which Bisho _distre tainly detracts from the eredibility of her testimo-
“mb.l: you “r:l ::o?{m'“ﬁft:f :::g;: e Ellioll'lyplcd made my ﬂght,]ipmjghl ht,.r“m ,.,3 avowed all intention to be 8o, and any conduct | ny. “The juxta position of the two affidavits on
1NOW, 0OmmEn you to , We remain, to clear up other churges against me. which could be justly so regarded. In reference, 1| the same sheet of pa per, is among the reasons for
Very ai ly and affectionately, The subject of your professed kind and friendly feel- | supposed, to my deninl, on the preceding day, of | receiving the two as the joint act of the sisters, a
Your brethren in the i‘-gunute- iﬂrl toward me i8 inseparably connected in my mind | what I undersiood to be his wife's allegations, he | view of the case which wilt not be denied to be a
WILLIAM MEADE, D.D. with peculiar circumstanses relating te two “mm asked me whether 1 meant to impeach her veraci- | true one

JA. H OTEY,
STEPHEN ELLIOTT, Jr.

The above letter was accompanied by n docu-
ment containing—net copies of the affidavits,
which I had particularly desired to see, and the
granting ot the request to see which had been ﬁ'ua
rantied by Bishop Elliott’s promise and pledge,

ty. Dr. Muhlenberg had said the day before, that
Mrs. Beare had given her statement to her husband
while under great excitement and agitation. With
this in my mind, [ replied in substance, that I did
not mean to impeach her veracity, for that, under

culiar states of mind, imagination may otten go
g:ynnd reality, memory prove treacherous, and

ber. Of Buhop Meade, | wan asked, two or
ago, whether | considered him my frisnd. The question
was put hm %:nllmnn who had been in , and
who suid that his doubts on the subject were the result of
what he had there heard, 1 think from the himself.
f cagnot but connect this with hh]\rum ion, and

ularly with his eftort, at the late General Conven-
ion, to get rid of me, that he might in my absence, make

The moral influence, therefore, of this careless
swearing must be regarded as e.uendu'lﬁ to the
question of the credibility of both. But this is not

A more mouraful consideration sull, is the
fact that the instrument containing these atlidavits
is§in the hand-writing of a minister of the gospel,
the Rev. James O. Richmond. Of whatever de-

but—the charges intended to be embodied in the | my charscter the lnh}bciiﬂf remark ameng my brethren. | eryoneous impressiops be conveyed, or erro- | fect of moral principle or morl sensibility this
presentment ; and n verbal message that they would ki ‘g"’ﬁ o “:t“‘"ﬂ':mm{“"&" L Reous statements lswen, without any pur- | method of swearing shows to exist in them, the
receive any communication from me the next g";im':.‘: m:'r.nﬂy n’?ﬂh ved and ssteemed by | Pose of deception. 1have no hesitation 1navow- | responeibility is certuinly largely shared by him.
morning at ten o'clock* : ’ them, he has not now called to seeus. He hasavo ing that a prominent feeling in my mind was a de- [ T ought further to state that nntil my visit to Phi-
This was the only redemption of Bishop Elliott’s | aif intercourse with me. Ha has, ss.one of vou, been ac- | sire to_soothe my young friend, and avoid what- | Jadelphia in October last, | never received by word
repeated Eledge, that before the affidavits were | cessible to all sorts of stories against me, and ruch sa he | ever might tend to mar his happiness, and there- | or otherwise, the least intimation sf offence having
used for the pu of presentment, any request | must know my enemies duiin to push to my ruin and | fore te put the most favorable construction on | been given to the complaining parties in this case.
should be mm? for my friendsand myself to see | degradation, and to the wretchednoss and what 1 knew to be his wile’s erroneous statements. I now come to a period of more than four years,

or hear them, with opportunity of offering to the
presenters explanations er counter statements.—
friends in this city were patiently and respectfully
waiting, in_sure expectation of an honorable re-
demption of the pledge, when I was told, atten

In reference to this, 1 added that it would be little
consolation to me to relieve my own distress by
adding to that of others. 1do not remember that
his question was repeated. If it was, I answered
it in the same way. [ was moved, by seeing his

withia which the presenters were not able to esta-
blish any thing to my disadvantage. More than
seven and a hulf years ago, the circumstances are
alleged to have pecurred which are detailed in Ar-
ticles I and 11 of the preseatment. Of the second

ury
family. He can yet find it in his heart r ve m :z
chance of explanation, and still unite in of
hmlhir%‘y regard and christisn kindness,
Had Bishop Elliott's pledge, brethren, been
in its true spirit and meaning, 1could have added various
considerations not unreet to have bean

o'clock at night, that we were allowed until ten | in connection with the question of ent. h"y&u distress, to & repetition of my regret at having | article, bringing against me the charge—the only
o’clock the next morming'! I need not eay how | vious, however, init that your are set, and your | been, however unconscioualy and unjustly, a source | one of the kind—ol having been intoxicated that
useless was ‘lhil ofler, and ow utter the fallacy of | determinstion formed, that I cannot but regard such con- | of pain to himselfl and his wife. 1 heaitated not to length of time ago, and drawing down upon me

any distinetion that may be imagined between the | siderntions as useless. 1leave the whole matter in your | uak to be forgiven for it, and assired him that the | convietion of berng, on that aceount, guilty of im-

pending of this letter ltpdhdncument. and the ser- | hands, willing o meet eny investigation Whish you may S0 anrupuiunin 19 rrdhw t,l;eir f.v;lm . ;;;dmg; mnr-li;vﬁ nndbmtb:ecti me to "“.."J:".{'.‘.’E.hf{" the
ving upon me at once of the presentment. : eavor to promote their happin 0 same, I have before spoken. ¢

n'[qhuﬂ} appears, that although it had been boast- m,”‘;:'{,m:‘,;‘ J:;??‘hm w‘,ﬁ":‘;‘:‘ﬁ show the sincerity with which I now addressed | and just judgment of the evidence. Ttis, howeveri_
fully vaunted, as early as about the middle of Oc- | hands, | atill beg you to ba ansired of the continued pray- | him. These sentiments, perhaps repeated by me, I | perhaps, no more than an act of justice to mysel
tober, that proof of guilt was in possession sufficient | ars for your in u{d\m welfare, and jora on your | desired him to communicate to his wife. He suid | 10 add, as illustrative ol the opportunity there wag
for my official destruction, and was deposited with | official functions, of Your C he was satisfied, and hoped that she would be. | for intoxication, and the probability of itsexistence

in Christ,
BENJAMIN T. ONDERDONK.
New York, November 6, 1844,

To this letter the following answer was re-
ceived 1—

Bishop Elliott, with whom Bishops Mead and Otey
were soon connected, yet was it not until Nov. 6th,
that I was apprised of their readiness to proceed
Meanwhile, if | am rightly informed, they gained
no new affidavit, nor could anght be found against
me for u‘rorimi more recent than nearly two years
and a half. Ample opportunity, however, had thus
been aflorded to my enemies for prosecuting_their
d Nor was it unimproved by them. Every
effort was made to ruin me in the estimation of
the church and the world, The most baré-faced
falsehoods were circulated verbally and through
::’l.'lelr'::;;' Tgm:gl the |nﬂum;q ® :;lt Iugrr. my
\ and conduct were subjected to the most , At any moment, in ?-rdh our position, or
scurrilous abuse in all parts of the country; an evil ﬁ.ﬁﬁ.’n‘m.’{m by us, We uml to ;mm in
which, it is obvions, pampering as it does the | your reply thatthe motives of our are questioned ; |
basest and most malignant, but not on that account Tutin this stage of the business wo deem it inconsistent
the least welcome, passions and aflections of the | with our duty to enter upen ! of that mattor.
natural heart, it is hard and teilsome for virtue and | W trust that the conduct of the trial will be such as to
integrity to arrest, ulilli? !:h tb;jl m#; |'::=I. ad::‘ll bring out the
, and not| truth, these
ma‘:ﬁ'ﬂr ;; :il:: d:;::: of 1 :fn“ one wu;&’tha :::::r. As tl:‘ case in Iw; in !l“h:
. t n , we mus decline
abomlinable practices against :’;:, ;W“ - mcu E,..,.. Ahors 18 e

The visitors soon took leave, all shaking hands
with me. Rejoicing in the appearance of my
young friend’s having his mind relieved, and Lis
wonted feelings of fnendship for me restored, 1
pr his arm with my hand as he left the door
of the room. He took the hand in his, and return-
ed the pressure in a manner which my heart did
not fail to appreciate. z

Whatever weakness the above detail may seem
to indicate on my part, and however the issue may
show me to have been too confiding, what | have
suid istrue. Let it go for what ol nght it should,
injthe momentous question now at issue. -
The counsel for the prosecution said emphati-
cally, more than once, that it it could be made to
that parties, who, in this suit, complained
of having been seriously aggrieved, had since act-
ed towards the alleged u?mr In a manner in
consistent with a sense of wrong and injury done
them, this circumstance must go very far towarde
casting suspicion upon their complaints, and upon
the testimony brought to sustain them. The jus-
tice of this must be obvious. It was the ground of

that I had, on that day, in the morning, institute
the Rector of the parish, and preached on the oc-
casion ; that after diuner 1 had preached, adininis-
tered confirmation, and addressed the persous con-
firmed ; and that after this service, as soon as ar-
rangements could be made, with a hle delay
ow1ng to rain, we set out em our journey; the in-
gmﬁf having been spent with one of the most
respeciable jamalies mn Ithaca. )

{ the subject matter of the first article, I ask
an unbiassed consideration of the evidence, and
of what I have {urther to add in relation to it.

This case aleo presents & painful instance of in-
sengibility, on the part of a minister of the “’EF'L
to the awiulness and sacredness of an oath. The
Rev, Clement M. Butler swears to a statement,
drawn up with great minuteness, ol circumstances
said to have occurred more than seven years before
the affidavit was made out; of the greater number
and most important of which he had no Eermm_il
cognizange; and with regard to which, although 1t
was constantly within his power, he had not re-
freshed his memory during that whole period.

New Yonx, November 0, 16844,

Riaur Rev, anp Dean Brotuen :—

Yours of the sixth instant, received hy usen the aeve-
ning of the eighth, requires only a few words in reply.

® consider the promive made by one of our num

in Philadelphia, as tulfilled in Intter and t by our
communication of the Afth instant. We ratn what
wo stated in that communication, that we have acted
throughout this whole matter, in a and generous
manner to you and your friends, and that there been

tment to which [ was
presenters, and the
me which those de-

the point thus falsely sworn to constituted the most
serious charge brought against me in the whole
nreseniment—a charge which has done me more
injury than all the rest pui together—a charge
wi’nign was naturally regarded by the presenters as
giving to his affidavit its chiei claim to their no-
tice. _ )

But I have not yet done with this cruelly and
most unjustifiably fnlse accusation. Three diffe-
rent acconnts of it are sworn to hy Mr. Butler and
his wife. He swears to it, in ha affidavit, us &
fact communicated to him by hie wife at the first
stopping place on our journey. Having been al-
terwards told by hia wite that this was not so, for |
the circumstance sworn to had never occurred, he
swears in eourt that the mistake arose from some-

lays encouraged; when, as appears b issue, at our prayers ind good wishes, much of the testimony adduced on the part of the | What was the consequence ? He swore to an un-
th::r work cguld have been as well “:‘!ii‘el:::an Mlpmwﬂ-’u:m y’:w: brothroen in the church, defence. By that testimony it was clearly shown | truth—afterwards acknowledged by himsell to be
fortnight earlier. No one need be told how much, WILLIAM MEADE, that 1 had received attentions from Mr. and Mre. | such. He swore that his wite told him what she
through press and tongue, a fortnight may aceom- JAMES H “gh Beare, since the alleged outtage upon their feel- | never had told him, and what never occurred; and
plish, 1n the work of evil speaking, lying, and slan- SPEPHEN ELLIOTT, JR. it:r. totally inconsistent with the ground now

en

dering, when an aggravated case is sought to be
made out, and the ruin of an obnoxious individual
in the object. :

To the above letter of the three Bishops, I sent

following reply:—
Torak Rionr Rereaenn Bisnors
Mxaox, Orer, anp Evuiorr,
Your

last avening. oy "

You are mistaken in supposln in what 1say of
o , means, and efforts,” in : “::orr :adml lo‘r the

clrgy e il charen | et oy vtrnen s

*At this time two of my proabyters cilled on the pro-
them

by them. To the evidence on this point, |
haye somewhat to add.

When Mr. Beare was asked as & witness at the
trial, how soon after the circumstances alleged by
him against me, he called on me 1 Hesaid that it
waa a few months previeus to his ordination as
priest, thus naturally conveying the idea that the
visit haa a referenge to that event. This is not so
The subgect of his ordination was introduced by
him at a later day, in a letter. His first visit was
some three or four months after the time of the al-
leged insult,] having been, for the greater part of the
intermediate period, out of the city. It was, to all

* It has been rumored that in n{ address to the ocourt,

On the nﬁmh of Noverrébeé-‘,.h the pmtime::.
ned by the above-name 0 e ca-
::gaiul glmmonn to attend the trm, were served

upon me. A
{ "The ntment contains internal evidence of
its having been the wish of the presenters not only
to bring me to trial on specifications of miseonduct
tor which I ought reasonnbly to be held account.
i:Ihlls. b:tiulso to mhneke out :!“ bad & case a8 o
e, and to strengthen prejudice against
but this last desife could. have mu_ca?‘ them to
frame the ninth article ! This specifies nothing.
I;merely charges sundry acta of mpminely du-
ring the space of the last seven years. None will
deny that the promptuess with which it was thrown

Bamrunew 1—

was handed to me

senting Bishops, and remons i between conviction and sentenc s, | admitted ths truth of | thing his wife said to him in the carriage. She
Ahortngas of the time lllnwmt.“‘m“l'hv'"I"lrl’im-dm lmt:::'ll?;f ou: ,-.:‘::gc:::Eewuﬂ:::eb“nd:il:uidm{it I‘:- the churges. The readers of that dooument will, 1 thiok, | swenrs that she never said any thing to him of the
8o evident, however, was their hastoto make up for pant il li Lh h should ';Wm cperd actions of | #ee that was not the case. It js evident, from the § ;. 4. hyg that he must have derived his mistaken
#lay, and Indeed s incompetent even the sdditionally al. | 0U* dealing whio riEnnerie very object of that address, that it ought to have been | 4., o m gome gesture of hers, designed to illus-
1owed tiine 0 Siviwer the by | thia kind, will, 1 N'Pltehﬂduwlf! such & charge. | funed on the supposition of the sufficiency of the evi- Lrate another maiter.

my request and Bishop Ellistt's my | Will any doubt that it conld have been Been {0 | jance for the v which had been found. Thia in the The published evidence will show other incon-
[y o i e v o | haye 8o cther bearag (b, o, Sasgui PR | e o g it B LS | i s bose e ouh o i Sioarmes
a.mm" materially altersd. = jnqu:"m MM and his wife.

It is confidently left to men of sound sense and
Christian prineiple, 1o eay how far the elaim of
these oaths to implicit confidence is thus qualified.

1 request those who may peruse the evidence to
give heed also to the following extracts from a let-
ter, written under date of December 27, 1844, 10 &
clerical brother, by the ReV. Henrg Gregory, the
present Reetor of St. Paul’s Church, Syracuse, a
clergyman whose name, with #ll who kmow him
is synony mous with the best official and perso
qualifications for the holy mioistry. He had made
enquiries of parishioners who were intimate with
Mr. and Mrs. Butler, aund after stating the fact that
she, Mrs. Butler, wus ** not well at that time,” the
time of her ﬁoulg to Ithaca—(a fact of which the
readers of the evidence will not fail to see the
connection with a pretence, therein set forth, of
sickness as the conseguence of her journey from
Ithaca,)—he writes llowe ;—

“ After their arrival here”—at Syracuse on their return
to I‘::ioga"lgn- Cooke d“l? gll:; Buu;:.. and .huml her
Spe: a @ journey and the op. LR 'wl-
lrrl.f of the klndnelyl of the Bilhog to her I:ld spid she
could scarcely have made the journey had she not had his
support, (she leaning on_ him in her weakness;) but not
one word did she nrnto Mrs. Ucolke, (an intimate friend,)
of any impropriety in the Bishop.

“ Mr, Peck’s® mother-in-luw (Mrs. Griffing, who is
well acquainted with the Bishop) is sue of the communi-
camts in thie church, and is now bere. Her deughter
(Mrs, Peck) in dend. lcalled on ber to<lay. Bhe recol-
lected the fact well, that Mr. Peck was driver on that oc-
casion. | nsked her if eithor be or Mra. Peck ever said
anything about any impro: inthe Bishop's conduct
during that ride. * Nothing,' she said, ‘that she ever
knew.' 8he says he was always in the habit of closely
observing things; had a nice sense of propriety, and was
accustomed to speak freely of things to his wife and to
her, when he cams home. That sfter his return from
Itheca, he spoke of the nice pleasint ride they had, and

icularly of the Bishop's {i.nd attentions (o Mrs. But-

r, a8 though she were his child. Mrs. Grifling feels ve-
ry confident that if Mr. Peck had observed anything
wrong, he would have mentioned it. Mr. Peck is proba-
Lly in Bouth America. On the 97th of October lust, ha
wrote to Mre. Grtfing that he expected that day to start.’

Respecting this letter of Mr. Gregory, Bishop
Ives states to me his recollection that the acecount
I gave to him in Philadelphia, of thisride to Sara-
cuse, accorded exactly, in all material pointe, with
that contnined in the letter.

Itis nght that I here correct Mr. Butler in a mat-
ter entirely irrelevant to the main point, in which
he betrayed his desire to wound und injure me as
much as possible. The reader of hisevidence will
find a reference therein to circumstances connect-
ed with his ordination as Priest, directly calcula-
ted to prejudice my official character. 1 proceed
to give the true account of the case; only premi-
sing that this is by no means the first time that my
efforts 10 accommodate and favor others have been
returned by ingratitude.

In the year of this ordination, 1887, the diocese
still comprised the whole state. The churches in

Onondaga county were not, that year, to be visited
by me in course. Forthe pur of ordaining Mr.
Butlsr, however, in his own Church, 1 made a spe-
cial eppointment for Sﬁrucuse, naming the 24th of
Muy as the day. On that day, accordingly, I was
in the parish. Unfortunately, the necessary ]
from the Standing Committee had not* arrived.—
The ordination, therefore, could not take place.
This was a great diseppointment; it being much
desired hy Mr. Butler and his people that he should
be ordained there. Anxiousto accommodate them
I made another appointment for June 2d, although
I knew that I could meet it only by very special
unid wearisome exertion. 1 expressed, however,
the willingness, which I sincerely felt, 1o sacrifice

personal considerations to an object which I

thought degirable in itself,and ?'m.if ing toa young
brother, and his parieh,whom I felt happy to serve.
Accordingly, having passed the greater t of the
preceding might in travelling thither, [ arrived at
Syracuee, at about ten o'clock, on the morning of
June 2d.  The hour of eleven had been appointed
for the service, There was, therefore, but one hour
for all the needed personal and other preparations
for the expected solemnity. The examination of
the candidate was yet to be held. [ expressed to
the clergy present my great gratification, consider-
ing the emergency, that the young brother to be or-
duined had, within less than a year, completed an
extended and satisfactory course of preparation fer
the ministry, under my constant supsrvision as a
Profrssor in the General Theological Seminary of
our Chvreh, of which he had beei admitied 1o'the
honorable rank ot an alumuus. I mentioned this
partienlarly to the Rev. Amos Pardee, the oidest
uresbyter present, to whom I looked for presenting
the candidate, if he could conscientiously do so.—
I{arther reminded him that presentment wes on
the double ground of enquiry and examination,und
that the more satislactory the enguiry, the less
stringent need the examination be. Heferring also
to the urgency of the occasion, and my strong de-
sire to gratify Mr. Butler and his people, and far-
ther stating that his diaconate had been spent use-
fully and successfully, I putto hima tew leading
questions, but was compeiled to leave him prinei-
pally with Mr. Pardee and at least one other pres-
h?t;r, to mu]:]:mm such exnrjr;;unnu their sease
ol duty might require, and Lhe present emergen
nllqw.‘|r So much lor the matter of the urdinutio?.
which Mr. Butler attempted to turn to my discredit
and injury.
. In the present instance, too, | never had the least
intimation of offence given, uatil last October, in
| Philadelphia ; that is, until more than seven years
| since it is alleged to have been given.

There appears to have been, in the whole of the
preparation for subjecting me to the late trial, a
singular, and certainly a most unchnstian effort, to
evade the possibility of failing in that design, by
rot allowing the chance which our Divine Lord
provides for his followers, of avoiding public dis-
cipline by the beneficial influence of private re-
unonstrance. And surely not less singular and un-
christian is the disposition thus manifested, to re-
sist the Saviour's gracious purpose, in this blessed
srovision, of warding off scandal to His church.—

T'hree of the prominent actors in this metter, the

Rev. Mesers. Paul Trapier, John B. Gallagher, and
Clement M. Butler, had been cennected with me
by the sacred tie of Christian instructor, and Chris-
tian pupila. Not one of them ever uttered to me a
worrr indicative of wounded feeling, of kuowledge
ol charges against me, or of solicitude for what
might be the consequence of evil report on one
who had ever treated them as a fatherand a friend
The first that that father and friend knew that any
of them had aught against him, was his finding
them, as his formal nccusers, arrayed for bringing
down upon him the strong arm of the Discipline
ihe Church. How [ar their conduet admits, not of
the excuse, (for there can be none,) but of the ex-
planation, that there were malignant Emgnpunp
behind them, not yet fully brought to light, ia what,
in the providence of a just and righteous God, may
hereafter more clearly appear. Had they adopted
the course which was bounden upon them as chris-
tian men and christian ministers, it is morully cer-
tain that they had not been guilty of inflicting such
wounds on the Church, and bringing such wicked
ecandal on its holy cause. Having been the means
of producing excitement againstme in a distant part
of the country, heightened and rendered eflicient
by co-operation with enmity to my religious priaci-
pies, they found willing co-adjutors in the work of
stirmng up strnife within mg own diocese. An
agent from another distant State was employed,
who, loudly vroclaiming his work, in domestic eir-
cles, in places of public resort, among the masses
congregated in travelling vehicles, any where and
svery where affording a hearing ear, spread the
matter far and wide, and set ten thousand tongues
at work to spread it further. The press took it up
even in the [owest and mo#t malignant form ud
spirit in_which that mighty engine can do its
work. Thus was there made a public rumor to
which, three weeks before, this diocese was an ut-
ter stranger, and which was assuned as gronuod for
istituting the trial, and pushing 1t to the convie-
tion and punishment said to be demanded by the
inus disturbed community. 1| was the vieum
whose sacrifice was to meet the demand.

My original ples of not guilty is here solemnly
renewed. [t respects both the purpose of my heart
and the miscorduct alleged. But let me not be
suspected of putting ferth any proud claim to ex
smption from frailty and sintuliness, While-
iuth woald be saenficed did 1 proless con-
suipusness of having justly incurred the ver-
diet which has been awarded me, God knows
tnat I presume not to absence of guilt before Him,
in the perpetual sinfulness of my heart, and in daily
leaving undone what Iw;ht to do, and doing what
{ ought oot to do. And God forbid that 1 should
1ot be humbled under a sense of the too successful
betrayments, in each of these clasees of omission
and commission, 1nto which | am often thrown.
Chey are perpetual calls tor contrition, humility,
ind repentance. May | have grace not to sufter

hem—God torgive me il 1 am wrong in the hum-
sle hope that | do net sufter them—to pass un-
heeded ! £ ik

It haspleased my Maker to give me—iriends and
snemies unite to tell me so—a heart inclined
warmly to reciprocate friendly affection, to yield
o itereality or appearance in othets, and to be un-

M. ken of by Mr. O"ﬁ an a Vvery res-
‘.ct:;;r‘:.k&,p:lnmu the {lﬂ'll . l:!nnm: in umitted
a the presentment 1L became ficet known to the defence
vhen mentioned in the testimony in court. Measures
were immedistely sdopted lor procurimg bis attendance.
Ho had left the country, snd the letter oi Mr. Gregory ar.
ived too late for uny use of its contents ou the trial.




